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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION a ORLEANS EAS.95 
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING 

220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 Poy. “Tennerresnar 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
Photograph North Eastham/Nauset 


Address: 440 Nauset Road 

Historic Name: Doane - Brewer House 

Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 

Date of Construction: ca. 1800 

Source: deeds, vital records, censuses 

Style/Form: Federal/Cape Cod 

Architect/Builder: unknown 


= Exterior Material: 
View from - Foundation: brick 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Locus Map (north at top) 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Garage, ca. 1925 
Guest house, ca. 2000 
Major Alterations (with dates): 
Bay bumped out on east side, mid-20"" c. 
Rear ell extended, late-20" c. 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] yesL] Date: 
Acreage: 2.418 


Setting: The property is one of the few privately held in the 
midst of land owned the Cape Cod National Seashore. 


j Cape Co 
\pae \ National | 
/ 20 Z \ Seashore 
Source: Mass GIS Oliver Parcel Viewer 


Recorded by: Kathryn Grover & Neil Larson 
Larson Fisher Associates 


Organization: Eastham Historical Commission 


Date: June 2020 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

With no existing historical or architectural documentation by which to determine a construction date prior to 1825, the Doane- 
Brewer House has been estimated to have been built around the turn of the 19" century. The one-story wood frame single 
dwelling has a three-quarters Cape Cod plan with front rooms of unequal sizes flanking an entry lobby, possibly with stairs, in 
front of an off-center chimney; a kitchen in the rear of the plan is the third room sharing the chimney. The front fagade contains 
an off-center doorway flanked by a single window on one side and two windows on the other in the manner of the three-quarters 
cape. Decoration is limited to corner boards and a shallow cornice along the eave. The first floor of the west gable end contains 
one window in the front and two in the rear with an attic window centered in the gable. The east gable end has been altered by 
the addition of a box bay window near the front; Windows in the rear and in the attic appear to be in their original locations. A 
long, one-story cross-gable rear ell was added in three stages in the late 19"" and 20" centuries. 


The house is sited very close to the road and is set back behind a thick screen of vegetation. (For a clear view of the front 
fagade see view from 1995 MHC B Form below.) The property is wooded beyond a clearing in the rear of the house. A driveway 
enters the east end of the frontage and approaches a one-car garage southeast of the house with a cross-gable residential wing 
attached. In ca. 2000 a guest or rental cottage has been constructed behind and connected to the older garage. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

Though early deeds that could confirm the construction date of the house at 440 Nauset Road do not exist, it is probable that the 
house was referenced in the will by which Zenas Doane (1761-1825) conveyed his homestead to his sons Randall R. and Noah 
in 1825. Zenas Doane’s father Noah Doane (1832-1820) and uncles Solomon and Joshua had inherited large parcels from their 
father Solomon Doane (1705-89). Identifying Zenas Doane’s portion is a puzzling task: in 1797 he sold his house 

and three acres to Freeman Doane, a great nephew, who sold it and another tract to Elkanah Hopkins in 1824 (see 610R 
Nauset Road). He then apparently moved elsewhere, most likely to 855 Nauset Road (EAS.98), since moved, and in his 
September 1825 will he left to Noah and Randall “all my homestead so called, including all my land on the West side of the road 
which leads by my dwelling house where | now live. . . . including the swamp, all the fruit and other trees, with his dwelling 
house, barn, and all outbuilding on same, this in equal shares,” and his cart, wagon, farming stools, and livestock. Zenas 
stipulated that Randall was to pay Noah $150, perhaps to compensate for a house Randall already occupied. If the house at 440 
Nauset Road predates Zenas’s will and Randall's later documented ownership, the details of its construction have not been 
revealed. 


Randall Rice Doane (1802-38) was one of the sons of Zenas Doane, a veteran of the Revolutionary War, and Marcy Crowell of 
Yarmouth. Zenas is listed among his brothers and other Doane relatives in the 1790 Eastham census. He was taxed on two 
buildings in 1798 and is listed in this neighborhood in censuses through 1820. Randall married Eliza Sellers of Boston in 1827, 
and they apparently set up a household at 440 Nauset Road. The 1830 census lists Randal R. Doane, a master mariner, in a 
household of five persons just before the household of Elkanah Hopkins. In 1836 he sold half of his homestead, held in common 
with his brother Noah Doane (1797-1876), to Joel M. Brewer for $750; two months earlier Brewer had married the widow 
Thankful Doane Cobb, daughter of Randall Doane’s first cousin Solomon Doane (1778-1816) and his wife Priscills Mayo (1781- 
1858). The homestead was twenty-six acres and “a Single Dwelling House & porch, Barn corn Barn chaise House & Sundry 
other outbuildings.” Randall R. Doane and his family moved to Phillipston, where he died in August 1838. He had four minor 
children, and his estate administrator was authorized to sell his Eastham real estate for their support and benefit. Doane’s 
January 1839 inventory included a sixth share of a dwelling house, 10.75 acres in four parcels, and a very small personal 
estate—a table, cable, “low bed stead,” demijohn, iron back, and a box of bottles—valued at $5.75. 


The 1840 census shows Joel Brewer (1808-79) in a household of five in this Nauset neighborhood. Joel Brewer was a farmer 
with $560 in real property in 1850 living with his wife and their children Abba F., Thankful F., Maria A., and Susan G., born 


1 Randall R. Doane to Joel M. Brewer, 12 July 1836, BCD 323:294. Brewer's death record states that his father was Jesse, and a Jesse 
Brewer died in Eastham in 1821. Eastham vital records, however, state that he was the eldest son of Edward and Mehitable Mayo Brewer; 
Edward Brewer was born about 1780 in North Carolina. 
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between 1832 and 1841. In 1855 Mehitable Mayo Brewer. probably his mother, had joined the household; she died in 1864. By 
1865 all of the Brewers’ daughters had left the household, and they shared 440 Nauset Road with 17-year-old Frank Ellison, 
British immigrant mariner George Leonard and his wife Lydia D. Knowles Leonard (1838-99), and their two young children. In 
1870 Joel and Thankful Brewer were alone at 440 Nauset Road, and in 1879 Joel Brewer died; his widow lived alone in the 
house in 1880, and the Eastham map of that year still ascribes the name “J. Brewer” to the house on this site. 


In his 1879 will Joel Brewer left $200 to his granddaughter Susan M. Baker (Brewer’s daughter Susan had married Harwich 
trader John Avery Baker in 1860) and the rest of his estate to his widow. Thankful Brewer died in 1886, and the property passed 
to granddaughter Susan, who had married Allen Herrick of Blue Hill, Maine, in 1887. In 1888 Herrick, living then in Orono, 
Maine, sold the 440 Nauset Road to Nathan P. Clark, whose family owned it for almost forty years.” 


Born in 1862 in Eastham, Nathan P. Clark was the son of currier John A. Clark and his wife Tamsen Gill, the daughter of Nathan 
A. and Tamsen Gill of Nauset. Clark grew up near Herring Pond and worked on his father’s farm in 1880, and in 1886 he was a 
fisherman when he married Etta C. Dill. The 1900 census shows them couple farming in this neighborhood with their five 
children—May L., Effie P., Nathan E., Henry E., and Arthur A. In 1910 four of the Clark children were still at home, but by 1920 
only Henry and Arthur remained in their parents’ household. By then Nathan Clark was a truck farmer, son Henry was a 
carpenter, and son Arthur was a fisherman. 


In 1927 Nathan Clark sold 440 Nauset Road to Antone “Tony” Escobar.? Born on the island of Fayal in the Azores in 1891, 
Escobar had come to Providence, Rhode Island, in 1912; his wife Mary was also an Azorean immigrant, from the island of Pico, 
and entered the country at New York in 1909. They married in Fairhaven in 1913. Tony Escobar was a farmer, and he nad his 
wife had four children—Charles P., Antone Jr., Mary, and Manuel—between 1917 and 1928. According to near neighbor Donald 
Sparrow, “Charlie” Escobar carried on a thriving trade in skunk pelts from this house, taking in as many as 150 pelts each 
season with the aid of his dog Prince: 


The legal skunking season lasted from October to April, the period when the furs were in prime condition with 
thick hair firmly attached to the hides. But Charlie extended the season a bit by capturing skunks before cold 
weather set in and keeping them alive until the season opened. He stockpiled them in cages under his barn, as 
many as 25 or 30 skunks, living happily on table scraps. 


Sparrow noted that skunk pelts commanded from $2.50 to as little as 25 cents (mostly black ones earning the higher prices) 
from Boston furriers and brokers until demand for them evaporated after World War II. Escobar also saved the skunk fat and 
rendered it; it was sometimes mixed with lemon extract and used as a cough medicine.* 


In 1940 Antone Escobar was working as a laborer on a government-sponsored moth control project, while son Charles worked 
at various trucking jobs. In 1949 the family moved to Schoolhouse Road and sold 440 Nauset Road to Guy B. St. John of New 
York City, who had acquired the Elkanah Hopkins House at 610R Nauset Road in 1913.° Born in Fremont, New York, in 1886, 
St. John was a graduate of Pratt Institute, Columbia Teachers College, and the New York School of Philanthropy, and he had 
worked in missionary education since at least 1901. He taught and was principal of a school in Iliolo, Philippines, then taught 
English to immigrants in Seattle evening schools, and had made a study of education among impoverished young people in the 
Philippines, Japan, China, India, and Egypt when the Presbyterian church’s immigration department hired him to study “the 
immigration problem” in Manhattan in 1908. St. John ran the Department of Surveys and Exhibits for the Presbyterian Board of 
Home Missions in 1915 and was in charge of the religious exhibit at the Panama-Pacific Exposition in San Francisco in that 
year.® 


St. John owned 440 Nauset Road for eight years and sold it in 1957 to C. Frederick and Dorothy Stoddard Stebbins, who sold it 
the same day to Herbert C. and Elizabeth M. Talbot of Westwood; the Talbots sold it less than three years later to Laurence and 


2 Susie M. Herrick, Orono ME, to Nathan P. Clark, 23 October 1888, BCD 179:596. 
3 Nathan P. Clark to Antone Escobar, 23 September 1927, BCD 448:360. 
4 Donald B. Sparrow, Growing up on Cape Cod: Four Brothers Learning to Stand Tall (Eastham, MA: Great Oaks Publishing for the author, 
2001), 141-44. 
5 Antone Escobar to Guy G. St. John, New York NY, 3 October 1949, BCD 730:546. 
§ “To Study Immigrants,” Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 16 May 1908, 3; San Francisco Call Bulletin, 13 September 1901; Salt Lake City Telegram, 28 
October 1915. 
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Anne B. Bliss of Baltimore. The Blisses lost the property by mortgage default, and by February 1965 William O. Coughlin of 
Boston acquired 440 Nauset Road. The Coughlin family placed the Eastham property in trust in 1997, and Nauset Road 
Nominee Trust was the owner of 440 Nauset Road in 2020.’ 
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SUPPLEMENTAL IMAGES 


7 - Se 
2 ae. se ee 


ate 


View from north, 1995. Source: MACRIS 


PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 
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View from SE. 


View of garage (left) & guest cottage (right) from west. 
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